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A Study of Young Children’s Toy Preference

Fang-Fang Ho Li-Fen Chang~

Abstract

This study examined the differences in toy preferences of young children. The focus was to
examine whether young children would category traditionally gender-stereotyped toys into three
groups: male toys, female toys and neutral toys. Ninety-six preschoolers from Tainan City and Tainan
County were showed 15 pictures of traditionally gender-stereotyped toys and asked to differentiate
whether these toys are suitable for boys, girls, or both.

The result showed that no matter the age or gender of young children, toy preferences were
mostly influenced by their gender stereotypes. Young children were clearly able to distinguish between
traditional male, female and neutral toys. Finally, recommendations for kindergarten teachers as well

as for further research were included.

Key word : young children’s toy preference, male toys, female toys, neutral toys
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